Pathophysiological actions of thromboxane A2 and their pharmacological antagonism by thromboxane receptor blockade with GR32191.
With a growing general conviction that thromboxane A2 does have a pathological role in occlusive vascular disease, there is a current debate on the ideal type of drug treatment needed. The more widely accepted view now seems to be that drugs that antagonize the actions of thromboxane A2 by blocking its receptors have greater clinical potential than those that block its synthesis. However, this premise has yet to be proven clinically. The historical development of thromboxane receptor blockers as a new class of medicines and, in particular, that of GR32191, are described here. The clinical evaluation of GR32191 should determine the importance of thromboxane A2 in cardiovascular disease.